
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

JD PEACOCK II, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 

 

 

101 E. JAMES LEE BLVD ●  CRESTVIEW, FLORIDA  32536  ● (850) 689-5000 Extension 3424 

 

 

 
 
To:  Trey Goodwin, Chairman      May 21, 2020 
 Commissioner, Dist. 4 
 Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners 
 
Re:  Marler Bridge / Okaloosa Island Public Beach Access 
 
Dear Chairman Goodwin,  
 
Our office conducted an administrative review of information provided by your office 
regarding the East Pass Beach Area located at the southwest end of the Marler Bridge. The 
information alleged that Okaloosa County had inappropriately identified a section of land as 
a park or public beach access. Jackson Guard identifies this area as SRI-5C on the 2019 -2020 
Public Access Map (Exhibit A).  
 
We obtained a copy of Quitclaim Deed No. 28370 associated with this property (Exhibit B). 
The quitclaim deed references an approved land swap between the Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement of the State of Florida and the United States of America. The State of 
Florida exchanged the land adjacent to the Bridge for approximately 160 acres where the 
Northwest Florida State College / University of West Florida Fort Walton Beach campus is 
currently situated. The quitclaim deed address public access to the land adjacent to the Marler 
Bridge. The quitclaim deed, in part, states “Pursuant to Public Law 100-501, the Secretary of 
the Air Force may take appropriate action to ensure the public access for recreational purposes 
to the above described property is continued in the manner and to the extent permitted on the 
date of the enactment of Public Law 100-501.”  
 
We obtained a copy of Public Law 100-501 (Exhibit C) enacted by the United States Congress 
on October 18, 1988. Section (2)(c) address “Continued Public Access.” Section (2) (c) states 
“Continued Public Access- The Secretary may take appropriate action to ensure the public 
access for recreational purposes to the property described in subsection (b) is continued in the 
manner and to the extent permitted on the date of the enactment of the Act.”   
 
A determination as to the extent public access was permitted in October of 1988 should be 
performed by the county’s legal counsel. The appropriateness of this section of land being 
designated a public beach access area requires interpretation of Public Law 100-501 from 
legal counsel.   
 
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate our office.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Brad Embry, Inspector General  
Okaloosa County Clerk of Circuit Court 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 'l'HB INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND 
OF THI S'l'A'l'E OF FLORIDA 

QUI'l'CLAJ:M DEED 

TRUS'l'BES' DBID No, 28370 

l(NOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS; That 

WHEREAS, the Board of 'l'ru■t••• of th• Internal 

Improv-•nt Tru■t Fund or the State of Florida, i■ by Section 

253,03, Florida statute■, authoriaad and -powered to convey 

certain land• under the terma and condition■ ■et forth herein; 

and, 

WHEREAS, ■aid Board of Tru■t••• of th• Internal 

Improvement 'l'rU■t Fund of the State or Florida did approve 

this transfer on the 28th day of MARCH A,D,, 191,i, 

NOW THEREFORE, the undar■igned BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

INTERNAL IMPROVBMEN'l' TRUST FUND OF THE STATE 01" FLORJ:DA, 

Grantor, under authority of section 253,03, Florida Statute■, 

for and in oon■ideration of the conveyance of a quitolai■ of 

intere■t to approxi-tely 159,98 acre■ of land lyi119 and being 

in Okalooaa County, Florida, by th• UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Grant-, who■• addr••• i• Departaent of the Any, Mobile 

Di■trict, corp■ of Bnginaar■, P.O. Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama 

36628-0001, ha• r-i■ad, relea■ed and quitclai■ed, and by 

th••• pre■ent■ doe• rai-, rel .. •• and quitolai■ unto Grantee 

and 11:a euocea■or and aeeigne, forever, all the right, title, 

,_. ... 

--

.. ..,_.
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** OFFICIIAL RECORDS **

Bl< 1:566 PB 1186 

intereat, olaia and d-and which the Granter may have in and 

ta the followin9 deaeribed land• in Okalaoaa County, Florida, 

to-wit: 

All that traot or parcel of land 
lying and beincJ in unaeationed Santa 
Rosa Ialand, Township 02 south, Range 23 
•-t, Tallaha•••• Meridian, Okaloo•a 
county, Florida, aor• particularly 
da•eribttd a• followas 

CoaaenoincJ at • ooncrete aonuaent 
•taaped •C11ARLBS•1 which i• on th• south
aid• of U,8, Highway Mo, 98 and 150 feat,
aore or l•••• •••t of th• shoreline of
the Choetavhatch•• Bay and at plane
coordinate poaition North 511,504.81
feat and Eaat 1,362,210.68 feet, b•••d on 
Laabert Conforaal Projection, Florida W••t 
zon•1 

Thane• S 14° 16' E 1,215.1 feet to an 
iron pin and the POINT or BEGINNING; 

Thane• N 06° 04' w 575.0 feat to a 
aonwaant ataaped •AB-A-2•1 

Thane• N 54° 15' W 703 feet, aor• or 
l•••• to an iron pin on the Southern 
right-of-way line of u. s. Hi9hway No.98; 

Thence N 62° 49' E along •aid 
right•of-way of ••id u.s. Highway 98 a 
diatanc• of 564 feet, aora or 1•••• to a 
point on th• --•n high tide line of 
Chootawhatch•• Bay; 

Thane• along th• .. ander• of the -•n 
high tide line of aaid Bay and aubaequantly 
along th• ..an high tide lin- of Baat Pa•• 
and th• Gulf of Naxico the following bearing• 
and diatancea: 

s 80° 27' B 10., feet; 

N 77° 35' B 132.4 feat; 

N 70° 34' B 108,0 feet; 

Pa9e 2 of 6 
Tru•t-•• D-d No. 28370 
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** OFFICIAL RECORDS 
1:566 P8 1187 

N 760 37, B 176.5 feet;

N 83° 38' B 248.0 f .. t,

8 88° 14' B 252.9 f .. t;

N 88
° 41' E 113.3 f .. t,

N 760 18' B 38.7 feet;

8 88
° 01' E 136,1 feet;

s 79° 34' B 67,2 feet;

88
° 27' B 129.1 feet;

N 71° 14' B 150.5 feet;

8 8!50 38' B 49,2 feet;

s 49° 31' B 34,7 feet;

s 01° 
!59' w 33.8 feet;

s 130
49 1 B 312.2 feet; 

s 27° 
4!5' E 318,2 feet;

680 11' B 37,2 feet;

N 650 49 1 E 24,0 feet;

s 400 25' E 38.!5 feet;

s 03° 08' E 318.2 feet;

s 03° !55' E 252.6 feet;

8 10° 45' E 201.4 feet;

s 040 29' B 249.0 feet;

8 120 17' B 88.6 feet;

s 28° 53' B 126.6 feet;

s 33° 11' B 168.!5 feet;

8 41° 
01 1 B 292.2 feet; 

8 33° 94' B 111.2 feet;

Pa9e 3 of 6 
TrU■tee•• Deed No. 28370 
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s 38° 26' g 145.9 feet, 

S 29° 34' B 124.1 feet, 

s 52° 47' w 22.6 feet, 

N 39° 55' W 179.t feet, 

N 64° 49' w 129.9 feet; 

N 70° 23' W 107.1 feet1 

N 75° 41' w 92.5 feet; 

N 81° 19' w 305.9 feet1 

N 76° 49' W 248.2 feet1 

N 74° 13' w 464.4 feet, 

N 69° 24' W 91.1 feet; 

N 55° 29' W 59.4 feet; 

N 28° 51' w 59.5 feet; 

s 75° 42' w 72.9 feet; 

N 78° 06' W 77.9 feet; 

N 50° 42' W 77,9 feet, 

N 80° 29' w 159.7 feet; 

N 12° 06' w 120.1 feet, 

N 76° 40' w 106.8 feet; 

. .. ' 
"'' _.-.,. .... ,.. �--:-....... ...,._��+ •. 

•• OFFICIAL RECORDS **
Bl< 1 :564 PB 1188 

Thence N 37° 04' W 567 f .. t, aor• or le••• to 
the point of be9innin9. 

Containin9 90.65 acre•, aor• or le••• and 
deaignated a• Tract 1341 of B9lin Air Fore• Ba■e. 

Together with any alaia the Grantor ha• to any land• in­

cluded in th• above-deaori� tract a• aay have been created 

by natural accretion or duapiftCJ of dred9■ apoil. FUrther, th• 

orantor •pacifically covenant• not to claia any land• abuttin9 

Pa9e 4 of 6 
Truate••' Deed Ro. 28370 
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OFFlClAL RECORDS ** 
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■uch tract that may be created by natural accretion or dwaping

of dredge ■poil in the future. However, the orantor by thi■ 

conveyance i■ not endor■ing any dredging activiti•• of the 

United State■, nor i■ th• Grantor waiving co■plianc• by the 

United State■ with the Clean Water Act a■ -•nded by the water 

·Quality Act of 1987, Public Law 100-4, in connection with

future dredging activiti•• adjacent to the land■ hereby

conveyed.

Pur■uant to Public Law 100-501, the Secretary of the Air 

Force may take appropriate action to en■ure that public acce■■ 

for recreational purpo■•• to the above de■cribed property i■ 

continued in the manner and to the extent permitted on the 

date of the enaot■ent of Public Law 100-501, 

The above ••tat• i■ taken ■ubject to exi■ting ea■e■ent■ 

for public road■ and highway■, public utilitie■, railroad■ and 

pipelines 

'l'O HAVE AND 'l'O HOLD the above-de■cribed pr••i••• ■ubject 

to out■tanding ea■-•nt■, re■ervation■ and other intere■t■ 

appearing of record. 
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�
JEorney denerai 

� 
Aa and conatitutin9 th• Board 
of TrUat••• of the Internal 
Iapro•-•nt Truat FUnd of th• 
state of Florida • 

FILE• 1096377 
f.lk'AI. nnsn Cl'll lNTV. FU1RI DA 

RCDI AUB I 1cr,o • l•�2 P"'
NEWt1t\N C MncK l N • Cl.ENC 
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COUlffY OP OKALOOSA, Pt.ORlDA 

QUITCLAIM DEED ,.. RECORDS ** 
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DOW ALL HEN IY TIIISE PUSUTS; That, 

TRIS DDD, .. de thi• _t__ day of A�re>k , 19 t'(), by 

Okalooaa County, florida, party of the firet part, and THE UNITED STATES 

or AMERICA, party of the aecond part, 

WITIIESSETH that the ••id party of the Uret part, for and ia 

couideration of the conveyance by the party of tbe ••cond part of a 

quitclaia of intereat to the STATE or noRIDA for the use and benefit of 

the Okalooea-Walton Coa.unity Collea• to approxiutely 159,98 acre• of 

land lying and beiaa 1n Okalooaa County. Florida, doe• bareby re■iee, 

rel•••• and quitclaia to the party of the eecond part, ita eucceeeore and 

•••igna, forever, tbe following deecribed land lying and beina 1n 

Okalooea County, florida: 

All that tract or parcel of land lyina and bain1 in 
uaeectioaed Santa Ro•• Ieland, TOllftebip 2 South, Ranae 23 
W.et. Tallabaaaee Meridian. Okalooaa County, Florida, ■ore
particularly deacribed •• foll..,,.,

C-acina at a concrete -nu■ent ataaped "CIAJlLES"a
wlrl.ch 1e on the South aide of U. S. Riahwy No, 98 and 150 
feet, ■ore or l•••• Wut of tbe ehoraline of Choctavhatcha• 
Bay and at plau coordinate poaition North 511,504,81 feet 
and laat 1,362.210,68 feat, baaed on La■bert Coafor■al 
Projection, Plorida Waat Zone; 

Thence S 14• 16' E 1.215,l feet to an iron pin and the 
POINT OP BEGINNING; 

Theace N 06• 04 1 W 575.0 feet to a ■onuaeat ata■ped 
"AE-A-2"; 

Thence N 54• 15' W 703 feet, -re or l•••• to an iron 
pin on tha Southern riaht_f_.y line of u. s. Biabvay No, 
981 

Tbaace N 62• 49 1 E alona aaid ript-of-vay of aaid U,8. 
Bipvay 98 a distance of 564 fNt, -re or leaa, to a point 
on tbe ■aan hip tide line of Choctawhatcbee lays 

. ,· ,,. 

·.: ... 

' . 

··' t·, ·· . . ,. � . - ....... . 

•, •• 
.. :, 

- . . .. :o•, '·-·· :.
1;,•• 
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Thence eloq th• aeaader■ of th• -•11 hiah ticl• line of 
ea:ld lay and eubaequently alona th• Man biah ticl• lin•• of 
&a.t Pua ud th• Gulf of Mexico th• followina bearina• ancl 
diatancea: 

s ao· 27 1 E 70.9 feet; 
•• OFFICIAL RECORDS

77• 35' E 132.4 f••t; Bl< 1:566 PG 1192 

" 10• 34' E 108.0 fHt; 

II 76• 37 1 E 176.5 faet; 

R 93• 38' E 248,0 faat; 

s as• 14' E 252.9 fHt; 

N ea• 41' E 113.3 fHtl 

N 76· 18 1 E 38,7 fHtl 

s aa• 01 1 E 136.l fHtJ 

s 79• 34 1 B 67.2 fHtJ 

N ea• 27' B 129.l fHt; 

II 71• 14 1 I 150.5 feet; 

s as• 38 1 E 49.2 feet; 

s 49• 31 1 E 34.7 feet; 

S 01 • 59 1 N 33.8 fHtJ 

s 13• 49' I 312.2 feet; 

s 21• 45' I 318.2 fHtl 

s 68. 11' B 37,2 fHt; 

R 65• 491 E 24.0 fHtl 

8 40• 25 1 I 38,5 feat; 

s 03• 08' B 318,2 fHtJ 

S 03• 55' I 252,6 fHtl 

8 10• 4.5' B 201,4 fHtl 

8 04• 291 I 249.0 fHtl 

2 
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8 12• 17' I 88,6 feet; 
•• OFFICIAL RECORDS **

s 21• 53' I 126.6 feet1 BK 1:566 Pa 1193 

S 33• 11' E 168.5 faet1 

s 41• 07' E 292.2 feet1 

S 33• 54' E 119.2 feet1 

s 31• 26' E 145.9 fHtl 

s 29• 34 1 
E 124.l feet; 

8 52• 47 1 
w 22.6 fHtl 

1' 39• 55 1 
w 179.9 fHtl 

• 64. 49 1 w 129.9 feet;

1' 10• 23 1 w 107,l fHtl 

R 75• 41 1 W 92.5 fHtl 

• u· 19' W 305.9 feet;

• 76· 49' w 248.2 feet;

• 74• 13' w 464.4 feet;

• 69. 24' W 91,l feet;

• 55• 29' w 59.4 feet; 

II 21• 51' w 59.5 feet; 

s 75• 42 1 W 72.9 feet, 

l( 7S- 06' w 77.9 feet1 

11 so• 42' W 77.9 feet; 

II so· 29 1 
w 159. 7 fHtl 

II 72• 06' w 120.1 fHtl 

ll 76• 40 1 w 106.8 feet1 

Thence 1' 37• 04 1 W 567 feet, aore or leee, to the point 
of be11mli11&, 

COGta1D1q 90.65 acre■, -re or 
Tract 1341 of Belin Air Poree laH. 

... ' . -. 

• •• ,· J 
• .. .; . 

3 

.•• . 

1•••• elMI dea1111&ted ae 

. .
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Together with any clata the party of th• firat part ha• to any land• 

included in tba above-deacribed tract baaed on natural accretion or 

dumping of dreda• apoil in the paat or that -y occur in the futura. 

Th• above eatat• 1a taken aubject to exiatina eaae■enta for public 

road• and hiatn,aya, public utiliti••• railroad• and pipalinea. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, tbe aaid party of the firat part baa cauaed 

th••• preaenta to be executed in ita na■e by ita Board of County 

Comaiaaionera actina by th• Cbainian or Vica Chai�n of aaid board, th• 

day and year aforesaid • 

(OFFICIAL SIAL) OltALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ly lta Board of County C:0-laaionara 

4 

L 
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102 STAT. 2502 PUBLIC LAW 100-501-OCT. 18, 1988 

Public Law 100-501 

Oct. 18, 1988 
[H.R. 5291] 

100th Congress 
An Act 

To provide the Secretary of the Air Force with authority to convey certain land. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

Real property. SECTION I. LAND EXCHANGE, OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
(a) TRANSFER.-Subject to subsections (b) through (h), the Sec­

retary of the Air Force may convey to the State of Florida all right, 
title, and interest of the United States in and to four contiguous 
parcels of real property (and improvements thereon) described as 
parcels 5 through 8, respectively, in Air Force Final Disposal Direc­
tive AF/RED 84-171 and consisting of approximately 156 acres 
located in Okaloosa County, Florida. 

Claims. (b) CoNSIDERATION.-(1) In consideration for the conveyance by the
Waste disp0$8L Secretary under subsection (a), the State of Florida shall convey to

the United States all right, title, and interest of such State in and to 
a tract of real property (and improvements thereon) consisting of 
approximately 85.8 acres and located south of United States High­
way 98 near the west end of the Destin Bridge, Destin, Florida, 
adjacent to the property of Eglin Air Force Base. Such conveyance 
shall specifically include any claim of the State of Florida to any 
lands included in such tract as may have been created by natural 
accretion or dumping of dredge spoil, and the State shall specifically 
covenant not to claim any lands abutting such tract that may be 
created by natural accretion or dumping of dredge spoil in the 
future. 

(2) In addition to the consideration described in paragraph (1),
Okaloosa County, Florida, shall convey to the United States all 
right, title, and interest it may have in the property described in 
such paragraph, including claims based on natural accretion or 
dumping of dredge spoil in the past or that may occur in the future. 

(c) CoNTlNUED PUBLIC AccESs.-The Secretary may take appro­
priate action to ensure that public access for recreational purposes 
to the property described in subsection (b) is continued in the 
manner and to the extent permitted on the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

�hways. (d) ExrSTING EASEMENTS.-Existing easements for roads and
Utilities. public utilities may be excepted from any conveyance under this 

Act, as determined by the Secretary. 

AUTHENTICATE

9 
U.S. GOVERNMENT 

INFORMATION 

GPO 

(e) EXACT DESCRIPTION OF LAND.-The exact acreages and legal
descriptions of the real property to be conveyed under this Act shall 
be determined by surveys which are satisfactory to the Secretary. 
The CQSt of any such survey shall be borne by the State of Florida. 

(f) REVERSION FOR NONUSE.-(1) The Secretary shall, as part of the
conveyance of the property described in subsection (a), provide that, 
at the end of the 10-year period beginning on the date of such 
conveyance, all of such property not being used for educational 
purposes at the end of such period shall revert to the United States. 

EXHIBIT C
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(2) Any property that reverts as described in paragraph (1) shall
be transferred to the Department of Agriculture, United States 
Forest Service, without reimbursement. 

(g) TRANSFER TO NATIONAL PARK SERVTCE.-Any of the land, or
land accreting thereto, conveyed to the United States under sub­
section (b) that the Secretary determines is not needed by any 
department or other agency of the Department of Defense shall be 
transferred to the Department of the Interior, National Park Serv­
ice, without reimbursement, for incorporation into the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore. 

(h) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND C0NDlTJ0NS.-The Secretary may re­
quire such additional terms and conditions in connection with the 
conveyance authorized by subsection (a) as the Secretary considers 
appropriate to protect the interests of the United States. 

Approved October 18, 1988. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY-H.R. 5291: 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 134 (1988): 
Oct. 3, considered and passed House. 
Oct. 5, considered and passed Senate. 
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