
DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

JD PEACOCK II, CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER 
 

 
101 E. JAMES LEE BLVD ●  CRESTVIEW, FLORIDA  32536  ● (850) 689-5000 Extension 3424 

 

 

 
 
To:  John Hofstad, County Administrator     June 24, 2020 
 Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners 
 
 
Re:  Geographic Information System / Parcel Map 
 
Dear Mr. Hofstad,  
 
Our office conducted an administrative review of information provided by your office 
regarding the complaint that the “City of Destin’s Norriego Point Gulf mean high water line 
and to Harbor mean high water line” was changed inappropriately. The information alleged 
that Okaloosa County Property Appraiser and/or Okaloosa Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) had inappropriately changed parcel data at #1 Gulf Shore Drive in Destin (parcel id # 
00-2S-24-0000-0034-0000). Florida Land Boundary Information System (LABINS) is 
maintained by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), any question 
regarding the mean high water line should be referred to their office.    
 
We obtained a copy of the deed associated with this property (Exhibit A). The deed, as filed 
with the Okaloosa County Clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller, serves as the official record. 
Parcel information is input into the GIS through interpretation of the legal description on the 
deed and by nature is subject to human error. The complaint states that the “eastward 
boundary” property boundary is off by “33.2” feet. Boundary disputes and or variances in 
surveys is a matter to be handled in civil court. The assertion that the Okaloosa County 
Property Appraiser and/or County GIS department unlawfully changed parcel boundary maps 
is not within the purview of our office. We did note that Section 472 of the Florida Statutes 
regulates surveyors and mappers in the State of Florida and is not applicable to persons 
employed by county property appraisers or employees of any state, county, municipal or 
other governmental unit (see Sec. 472.003(4) and 472.003(5)(a) Florida Statutes).     
 
 
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate our office.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Brad Embry, Inspector General  
Okaloosa County Clerk of Circuit Court 
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